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about this booklet

This booklet grows from an intentional exploration of 
nonviolent community embarked upon by members of the Oak 

Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance. It has since expanded to 
embrace many members of our peace community.

Our intention is to use the booklet to build spiritual community. 
It is available for no charge to those who request it. Those who 

are using the book are asked to participate by contributing 
readings to it.‡ 

The common thread in these reflections is the struggle of human 
beings to improve the world. In OREPA, our struggle to end 

bomb production is part of that struggle. In these reflections, we 
join ourselves with the larger community that works to heal the 

world.

From the outset, the reflection booklet has been provided free 
of charge. If you are able to make a donation to cover the cost 
of your  booklet, it would be greatly appreciated. A gift of $20 

would cover the cost of paper, printing and mailing for one year. 
If you are unable to make a donation, please continue to accept 

the reflection booklet and use it.

Each Thursday, in addition to the reflection, you will find the 
name of a person who is using this booklet like you are. This is 
an opportunity to think a little about that person and all those 

who work for peace on her/his day. 

‡ contributions, suggestions, requests can be sent to OREPA,
P O Box 5743, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 or by e-mail to orep@earthlink.net

front cover:

    On the front lines of nuclear disarmament: Grassroots leaders from 
around the country gathered for the Alliance for Nuclear Account-
ability’s fall meeting in Los Gatos, California. Listening to a presenta-
tion, from left, Carol Urner, Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom; Amanda Hill, Women’s Action for New Directions, 
Atlanta; Jay Coghlan, Nuclear Watch New Mexico; and Ann Suel-
lentrop, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Kansas City, MO. 



Sunday, December 1
1955 : rosa parks refuses to give up seat on montgomery bus
1969 : us holds first military draft since wwii
2013:  orepa celebrates fourteen years of uninterrupted sunday vigils at y12

      I would say that I’m a nonviolent soldier. In place of weapons 
of violence, you have to use your mind, your heart, your sense of 
humor, every faculty available to you because no one has the right 
to take the life of another human being. 

~ Joan Baez

Monday, December 2
1949 : first sustained atomic chain reaction, chicago

      We can ignore and accept things as they are or we can choose 
to grapple with them. We can surrender to them or we can struggle 
to change them. We can run away from the call to contemplation, 
or we can embrace it with both wisdom and action, taking our 
disintegrating world back again one heart at a time, starting with 
yours and mine.  
 ~ Joan Chittister

Tuesday, December 3
1980 : three maryknoll nuns and one lay worker murdered in el salvador

       As always, the challenge I make to radicals is: Where’s our 
learning curve?  How can we create strategy that borrows from 
what worked for the reformers and at the same time sets in motion 
more fundamental change?  

~ George Lackey

Wednesday, December 4
1969 : chicago police murder black panthers fred hampton and mark clarke

     The only peace available in American democracy is an unstable 
one. And to keep the peace, we must learn to live with our lack of 
moral knowledge and the inevitable clash of values around us. We 
must try to become the historians of our own society, the novelists 
of our own lives, the screenwriters of the suffering and humiliation 
on the streets, in hospitals, in abortion clinic, even on death row. 
We must try to feel the frustration and bitterness, the hatred and 
fear of the poor, the black, the female, the pregnant, the dying and 
the condemned.  

~ Edward Tivanan



Thursday, December 5
Melissa Nelson

      The loud little handful will shout for war. The pulpit 
will warily and cautiously protest at first; the great mass of 
the nation will rub its sleepy eyes, and will try to make out 
why there should be a war, and they will say earnestly and 
indignantly: “It is unjust and dishonorable and there is no 
need for war.”
     Then the few will shout even louder. Before long you will 
see a curious thing: anti-war speakers will be stoned from 
the platform, and free speech will be strangled by hordes of 
furious men who will agree with the speakers but dare not 
admit it.
     Next, the statesmen will invent cheap lies …and each 
man will be glad of these lies and will study them because 
they soothe his conscience; and thus he will bye and bye 
convince himself that the war is just and he will thank God 
for a better sleep he enjoys by his self-deception.             

~ Mark Twain



Friday, December 6
1865 : thirteenth amendment to us constitution ends slavery

      After the reading we were told that we were all free, and could 
go when and where we pleased. My mother, who was standing by 
my side, leaned over and kissed her children, while tears of joy ran 
down her cheeks. She explained to us what it all meant, that this 
was the day for which she had been so long praying, but fearing 
that she would never live to see.

~ Booker T Washington

Saturday, December 7

    How very good it is when we wake up before we die. 
 ~ Hindu saying     

Sunday, December 8
enlightenment of buddha celebrated
1886 : diego rivera born

      The one who recognizes the existence of suffering, its cause, its 
remedy, and its cessation has fathomed the four noble truths. That 
one will walk in the right path.

~ The Buddha

Monday, December 9

       There was a time when women asked men to stand up for 
womens’ rights. This time we will do it for ourselves.

 ~ Malala Yousafazi

Tuesday, December 10
1869 : wyoming passes first women’s suffrage law
1948 : universal declaration of human rights

     Patriotism fulfills our worst wishes.In the person of our nation 
we are able, vicariously, to bully and cheat. Bully and cheat, 
what’s more, with a feeling that we are profoundly virtuous.

~ Aldous Huxley

Wednesday, December 11

       Life is animated water.       
~ Valdimir Vernadsky



Thursday, December 12
Jeff and Diane Gerst

1870 : jospeh rainey first african american in house of representatives
1958 : maurice mccrackin sentenced to six months in prison for war 
tax resistance

  

       All I ask is that, in the midst of a murderous world, we 
agreed to reflect on murder and to make a choice. Over the 
expanse of five continents throughout the coming years an 
endless struggle is going to be pursued between violence 
and friendly persuasion, a struggle in which, granted, the 
former has a thousand times the chances of success than 
has the latter. But I have always held that, if he who bases 
his hopes on human nature is a fool, he who gives up in 
the face of circumstances is a coward. And henceforth, 
the only honorable course will be to stake everything on 
a formidable gamble: that words are more powerful than 
munitions.     

~ Albert Camus



Friday, December 13

      It’s all a question of story. We are in trouble just now because 
we do not have a good story. We are in between stories. The old 
story, the account of how we fit into it, is no longer effective. Yet 
we have not learned the new story. 

~ Thomas Berry

Saturday, December 14
    
      In the past, it was possible to destroy a village, a town, a 
region, even a country. Now it is the whole planet that has come 
under threat. This fact should compel everyone to face a basic 
moral consideration; from now on, it is only through a conscious 
choice and then deliberate policy that humanity will survive. 

~ Pope John Paul II

Sunday, December 15
1890 : sitting bull, sioux chief, killed by us soldiers

       Every time we witness an injustice and do not act, we train 
our character to be passive in its presence and thereby eventually 
lose all ability to defend ourselves and those we love.

~ Julian Assange

Monday, December 16
1770 : beethoven born
1773 : boston tea party

        Now we are no longer primitive; now the whole world seems 
not-holy. We have drained the light from the boughs in the sacred 
grove and snuffed it in the high places and along the banks of the 
sacred streams. We as a people have moved from pantheism to 
pan-atheism.   

~ Annie Dillard
 



Tuesday, December 17

      In a phrase, the cure is care. Caring for others is the practice of 
peace! Caring becomes as important as curing. Caring produces 
the cure, not the reverse. Caring about nuclear way and its victims 
is the beginning of a cure for the obsession with war. Peace does 
not come through strength. Quite the opposite: Strength comes 
through peace. The practices of peace strengthen us for every 
vicissitude.  

~ Sargent  Shriver

Wednesday, December 18
1946 : steven biko born

      There is nothing more wicked, more disastrous, more widely 
destructive, more deeply tenacious, more loathsome than war. 
Whoever heard of a hundred thousand animals rushing together to 
butcher each other, as men do everywhere? 

~ Erasmus

 Setting work aside for a minute at the Presentation Center 
at Los Gatos, California in November 2013, members of the Alliance 
for Nuclear Accountability enjoy a meal. From left, clockwise around 
the table: Sharon Cowdrey, Carol Urner, Ashish Sinha, Amanda Hill, 
Ann Suellentrop, Courtney Hanson, and Beatrice Brailsford.



Thursday, December 19
Jeff Pickert

    

      One day as I was about to step on a dry leaf, I saw the 
leaf in the ultimate dimension. I saw that it was not really 
dead, but that it was merging with the moist soil in order to 
appear on the tree the following spring in another form.
      I smiled at the leaf and said, “You are pretending.”
      Everything is pretending to be born and pretending to 
die, including that leaf. The Buddha said, “When conditions 
are sufficient, the body reveals itself, and we say the body 
exists. When conditions are not sufficient, the body cannot 
be perceived by us, and we say the body does not exist.”
      The day of our “death” is a day of our continuation in 
many other forms.
 ~ Thich Nhat Hanh



Friday, December 20
1989 : us invades panama

      Risk. The word had a whole new meaning when uttered within 
the context of these jungles and the people who populated them. 
For most tribal people, the risk was not so much of dying but of 
not living properly. It was the quality of your time on earth, not the 
quantity, that was important. How different that dream from the 
one I had been taught! Where, I wondered, did we get the idea we 
must do everything possible to postpone the inevitable? What is it 
about the words more and longer that has made them assume such 
a paramount position in our language?     

~ John Perkins

Saturday, December 21

       Gandhi routinely said, don’t bring your opponents to their 
knees, bring them to their senses. Nonviolence means prevention 
before the crisis. Violence says the opposite: intervention after, 
intervention with fists, guns, bombs, and armies.
 ~ Colman McCarthy
 

Sunday, December 22
1993 : white south african parliament votes self out of existence
1998 : us okays production of bomb tritium in watts bar reactor

       We live in an age of unprecedented uncertainty. Life on earth 
is perilously poised at the precipice of extinction. Never before has 
man possessed the destructive resources to commit global suicide. 

~ Bernard Lown and Evjueni Chazov

Monday, December 23

       If you hear somebody saying, we can’t afford healthcare 
reform … if they use any of these words: “socialization” or 
“government control of your healthcare decisions” you can be 
assured that they are not telling you the truth. They are trying 
to scare you away from a plan that can make a real difference, 
not just in American families, but in the American economy as a 
whole. 

 ~ Elizabeth Edwards



Tuesday, December 24

     For me the best way to fight against terrorism and extremism is 
just a simple thing: educate the next generation.

~ Malala Yousafazi

Wednesday, December 25
birth of jesus of nazareth celebrated
1875 : jessie wallace hughan, war resisters’ league founder, born

 
 Don Juan Chavarría: Not until that moment was there 
peace on earth—when the child was born. And that’s probably 
why there was joy in heaven. That’s what the angels are singing, it 
seems to me.

 Edgard: The glory of God can’t exist in heaven until there 
is peace among men, which means justice, brotherhood, equality. 
Peace is all this. The rich often believe they give glory to God, but 
they don’t give peace and justice, and so they don’t give glory to 
God because the two things go together.

~ The Gospel in Solentiname

The weather changes, the clock gets set back, but the Sunday vigils 
go on—Carol Green, right, shares the latest at a November vigil with  
(from left) Lee Sessions and Caroline and Ed Best.



Thursday, December 26
Peter Smith

    

         Dear sisters and brothers: we realize the importance 
of light when we see darkness. We realize the importance of 
our voice when we are silenced. In the same way when we 
were in Swat, we realized the importance of pens and books 
when we saw the guns. The extremists were and they are 
afraid of books and pens.The power of education frightens 
them. They are afraid of women. The power of the voice of 
women frightens them. Education is the power for women. 

~ Malala Yousafazi



Friday, December 27
1960 : france detonates third atomic bomb in sahara desert

     Strike against war, for without you no battles can be fought!  
Strike against manufacturing shrapnel and gas bombs and all other 
tools of murder!  Strike against preparedness that means death and 
misery to millions of human beings!  Be not dumb, obedient slaves 
in an army of destruction!  Be heroes in an army of construction!
 ~ Helen Keller

Saturday, December 28

      What we commonly call “love” is a lot of little things rather 
than one big thing. Love means writing with enough care so that 
our correspondent can read it without spending time deciphering 
it; that is, it may mean taking the time to save him time. To love 
is to pay one’s bills: it is to keep things in order, so that the mate’s 
work will be made easier. It means arriving somewhere on time: it 
means giving our full attention to the one who is talking to you. To 
miss what he or she says can mean that we are more interested in 
what we are telling ourselves inwardly than in what we are being 
told. 

~ Sidney Harris

Sunday, December 29
1890 : wounded knee: us soldiers murder 300 sioux women, men and children

       We have to stop thinking of education as the simple 
accumulation of facts. Education is power. That is what we have 
to give to ourselves and our children. No less important, we have 
to give it to our brothers and sisters who are trapped in prisons 
because they’ve never learned they have the power to change their 
lives. 

~ Carl Upchurch

Monday, December 30

       Our schoolbooks glorify war and conceal its horrors. They 
indoctrinate children with hatred. I would teach peace rather than 
war, love rather than hate.

~ Albert Einstein



Tuesday, December 31
1915 : fellowship of reconciliation founded

       Death has nothing to do with going away. 
       The sun sets
       The moon sets
       But they are not gone.                

~ Jalal Al-Din Rumi

Wednesday, January 1
1863 : abraham lincoln signs emancipation proclamation

       The ecological challenge especially shows the declining 
viability of nation-states. Humankind must reorganize to deal with 
global problems. If the new society of the future is a global society, 
our movements should reflect that now. 

~ George Lackey

Peace walkers, led by Utsumi and Denise of Niponzan Myohoji, 
open the Sunday morning commemoration at Fort Benning with 
drumming and chanting.



Thursday, January 2
Eve Tatz

     

  Pacifism is basically the most lonely of beliefs, 
held for the most part in private, and sustained in isolation, 
often in the face of powerful opposition. To profess this 
faith, people have fasted, marched, survived long winters 
of extreme discomfort protesting at the gates of military 
bases, and been arrested more times than it is possible to 
record.  Some have risked the death penalty rather than 
alter their views; some have indeed died for it. A few, their 
health and spirit broken by punishment, have gone mad. 
There is a stubbornness, and obduracy about pacifism that 
can be infuriating; it can also be heroic, admirable.   

~ Caroline Moorehead



Friday, January 3
1993 : strategic arms reduction treaty 2 signed

      Pacifists must logically oppose the whole conscription system.  
That means going much farther than opposition only to Universal 
Military Training or to the more unpopular aspects of conscription.  
We must go to the core of the problem and fight the military 
system as such.  

~ Bayard Rustin 

Saturday, January 4

      Nonviolence is much more than a refusal to perform acts 
of violence, though this refusal is a constitutive dimension of 
nonviolence. Nonviolence is a way of relating that has its source 
in a set of deeply held convictions and even some intuitions that 
are not capable of adequate verbal expression. 

~ Mary Evelyn Jegen

Sunday, January 5

       I listened to learn from people who have refused to be 
helpless in the face of a violent world, people who say with 
their bodies that they do not accept the status quo of permanent 
war and preparation for war, and in doing so, risk going to jail 
or prison mostly by crossing the property borders that protect 
weapons and their delivery systems.   

~ Rosalie Riegle 

Monday, January 6
1878 : carl sandburg born
1885 : a j muste born

       We live in a moment in human history that calls for the 
deepest wisdom and will require holy struggle on behalf of 
all creation to resist chaos. The map of the world is changing.  
People are starving to death on the television screens in our 
family rooms. People who have worked hard all their lives fear 
for their retirement while we continue to invest more money 
in Neanderthal instruments of destruction, which in this new 
geopolitical world appear increasingly useless, than we do on 
human development.    

~ Joan Chittister



Tuesday, January 7
1891 : zora neale hurston born

 
     Love makes your soul crawl out from its hiding place.

~ Zora Neale Hurston

Wednesday, January 8

      On every continent, there are girls who will go on to change 
the world in ways we can only imagine, if only we allow them the 
freedom to dream.  

~ Barack Obama

Veterans for Peace arrive, marching to cadence, at Fort Benning in Co-
lumbus, Georgia for the annual protest against the School of the Americas 
and their training program for Central American repression, November 24, 
2013



Thursday, January 9
Marjory Donn

     

         Nonviolence does not mean doing nothing. It means 
making the enormous effort required to overcome evil 
with good. Nonviolence does not rely on strong muscles 
and devilish armaments; it relies on moral courage, self-
control and the knowledge, unswervingly acted upon, that 
there is in every human being, however brutal, however 
personally hostile, a fund of kindness, a love of justice, a 
respect for goodness and truth which can be reached by 
anyone who used the right means. To use these means is 
often extraordinarily hard; but history shows that it can be 
done—and done not only by exceptional individuals, but 
by large groups of ordinary men and women and even by 
governments.   

~ Aldous Huxley



Friday, January 10

     Love and death are strangely kin. We need love to be able to 
die serenely.
 ~ Irene Claremont de Castillejo

Saturday, January 11
1912 : textile workers in lawrence, ma launch bread and roses strike
1952 : first british protest against nuclear weapons

      It is the law of love that rules humankind. Had violence or 
hate ruled us, we would have become extinct long ago. And yet 
the tragedy of it is that the so-called civilized men and nations 
conduct themselves as if the basis of society was violence. 

~ Gandhi

Sunday, January 12

     Why should we be silent? Why don’t we speak up for our 
rights? Why don’t we tell the world what is happening? 

~ Malala Yousafazi

Monday, January 13

     Forget not that the earth delights to feel your bare feet and the 
winds long to play with your hair. 

 ~ Khalil Gibran

Tuesday, January 14
1918 : emma goldman sentenced to two years in prison for obstructing draft

      Come forth into the light of things, let nature be your teacher. 
~ William Wordsworth

Wednesday, January 15
1929 : martin luther king, jr. born

        We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. One 
who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power to 
love. There is some good in the worst of us and some evil in the 
best of us. When we discover this, we are less prone to hate our 
enemies.

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.



Thursday, January 16
Mary Fenton

1991 : george h w bush begins first gulf war

      

        I’ve always felt that when you see an injustice, really it’s 
your conscience and faith in God calling you to address the 
issue and to break your silence. And when your superior tells 
you to be obedient, then you have to make a decision: Do 
I follow God or man? And there was no question I must go 
with my faith in God...The issue resolves around conscience, 
and really living out in our lives —all of us, all of us, my 
family, you, I, all of us —what we believe. In our lives, in our 
journey of faith, we are going to come across situations in 
our churches, in our communities, in our families, and we 
have to make decisions rooted in our faith and our belief in 
a loving and just God. And the decisions that we are going 
to make will not be easy. It’s going to upset others—our 
family, our friends. What’s important is to, in a loving way, 
follow our conscience, not get angry and simply embrace 
the consequences, the cross. This is what Jesus taught: 
embracing the cross.

~ Father Roy Bourgeois



Friday, January 17
1961 : dwight eisenhower’s farewell address warns against militarism

     
       The need for community and its rituals is an ancient need. 
It has been built into the human psyche over thousands of 
generations and hundreds of thousands of years. If it is frustrated, 
we feel “alienated” and fall prey to psychiatric and psychosomatic 
ills.

~ Anthony Stevens

Saturday, January 18
2005 : 500,000 march in washington dc against iraq, afghanistan wars

     Absolutely everything can be expressed scientifically, but it 
would make no sense. It would be description without meaning—
as if you described a Beethoven symphony as a variation in wave 
pressure.

~ Albert Einstein

Sunday, January 19

       To laugh often and love much, to win the respect of intelligent 
persons and the affection of children, to earn the approbation 
of honest citizens and endure the betrayal of false friends, to 
appreciate beauty, to find the best in others, to give of one’s self, to 
leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden 
patch or a redeemed social condition, to have played and laughed 
with enthusiasm and sung with exultation, to know even one 
life has breathed easier because you have lived—this is to have 
succeeded.

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

Monday, January 20

     In his 1963 Letter from A Birmingham Jail, Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., noted that often a society like ours “bogged down in the 
tragic attempt to live a monologue rather than dialogue,” requires 
“nonviolent gadflies” in order to “create a tension in the mind so 
that individuals could rise from the bondage of myths and half-
truths to the unfettered realm of creative analysis and objective 
appraisal.”

~ Brian Terrell



Tuesday, January 21
1977 : jimmy carter grants amnesty to vietnam draft resisters/evaders

     I despair to see so many radicals turn to violence as a proof of 
their militancy and commitment. It is heart-breaking to see all the 
old mistakes being made all over again. The usual pattern seems to 
be that people give nonviolence two weeks to solve their problem 
and then decide it has “failed.” Then they go on with violence 
for the next hundred years and it seems never to “fail” and be 
rejected.  

~ Ted Roszak

Wednesday, January 22
1973 : vietnam peace agreement signed

      I believe that no government can exist for a single moment 
without the cooperation of the people, willing or forced, and, if 
people suddenly withdraw their cooperation in every detail, the 
government will come to a standstill. 

~ Gandhi

The fourteenth annual peace pilgrimage 
from Atlanta to Ft. Benning in Colum-
bus, GA, arrives on Sunday morning, 
November 24, 2013; Nancy Smith car-
ries the walk banner.



Thursday, January 23
Bernard Dansart

       

       This is the true joy in life, being used for a purpose 
recognized by yourself as a mighty one; being a force of 
nature instead of a feverish selfish little clod of ailments 
and grievances complaining that the world will not devote 
itself to making you happy.  
       I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole 
community, and as long as I live, it is my privilege to do for 
it whatever I can.
       I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the 
harder I work the more I live. I rejoice in life for its own 
sake. Life is no brief candle to me. It is a sort of splendid 
torch which I have got hold of for the moment, and I want 
to make it burn as brightly as possible before handing it on 
to future generations.
          

~ George Bernard Shaw



Friday, January 24

       A citizen of an advanced industrialized nation consumes in 
six months the energy that has to last the citizen of a developing 
country his entire life.  

~ Maurice Strong

Saturday, January 25
1851: sojourner truth addresses black women’s rights convention, akron, oh
1914: gandhi campaign for indian nationals’ rights in south africa succeeds 

      I raise up my voice – not so that I can shout, but so that those 
without a voice can be heard.

  ~ Malala Yousafazi

Sunday, January 26

 And the day came when the risk to remain tight in a bud 
was more painful than the risk it took to blossom.  

~ Anais Nin

Monday, January 27
1951 : first us nuclear test at nevada test site
1973 : vietnam war ends, us military draft ends
1999 : pope john paul ii urges opposition to death penalty

       Anyone who trades liberty for security deserves neither.
~ Ben Franklin

Tuesday, January 28

       I care so deeply about this matter that I’m willing to take 
on the legal penalties, to sit in this prison cell, to sacrifice my 
freedom, in order to show you how deeply I care. Because when 
you see the depth of my concern, and how civil I am in going 
about this, you’re bound to change your mind about me, to 
abandon your rigid, unjust position, and to let me help you see the 
truth of my cause. 

~ Gandhi

 
Wednesday, January 29
1996 : france halts nuclear testing

       To become human, one must make room in oneself for the 
wonders of the universe.

~ South American Indian saying



Thursday, January 30
Viva Jackson

1948 : gandhi assassinated

     

  Some of us are concerned with what the death 
penalty does to societies and systems of law that use it—
and how it distorts and erodes the fabric of our moral and 
our legal norms as those must be twisted and emptied of 
meaning in an effort to justify taking human life on the 
basis of procedures that we know to be fallible, error-
prone, and inescapably responsive to the urgings of 
vengeance, prejudice and primal rage. Some of us simply 
are sick of the insidious hypocrisy that is the necessary 
price of pretending that imperfect human institutions are 
good enough to make decisions about who should live and 
who should die and get them right. 
     

~ Anthony G. Amsterdam



Friday, January 31
1797 : franz schubert born
1915 : thomas merton born
1919 : jackie robinson born

 The death penalty is a confession of failure. When you say 
as a society that you have to kill people, then that means that you 
have no other way to deal with them. So it is really an admission 
of failure. It is also a lie, because there are other ways of dealing 
with murder. I mean, look at all the European nations. Somehow 
they manage to deal with people who commit murder without 
executing them and it certainly hasn’t sent them back into the 
twelfth century.    

~ Joseph Ingle

     Worried about putting on a few pounds during the holiday feed-
ing frenzy? Well, you can practice self-discipline and pass on the 
whipped creme for the pumpkin pie or, following OREPA’s coordina-
tor, Ralph Hutchison, you can adopt a strategy of denial. Here, pos-
ing beside a redwood tree in Los Gatos, California, Hutchison looks 
postively, well, not big.  



brief updates

          If you live in the Knoxville area, please join OREPA 
for the seventh annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 
Conversation on Friday, January 17, 2014 at the Beck Cultural 
Center on Dandridge Avenue. The evening begins at 6:30. The 
theme of the evening is Marching Forward: Civil Rights Then and 
Now. Speakers will tie together the gains made 50 years ago when 
the Civil Rights Act was signed into law and the challenges that 
remain to be met in the present day. The event is free and everyone 
is welcome—and come march in the MLK parade with OREPA’s 
giant puppets, Monday, January 20!

         The Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board will hold 
a public meeting addressing safety issues at the Y12 Nuclear 
Weapons Complex, including the Uranium Processing Facility on 
Tuesday, December 10, 2013 at the Knoxville Convention Center 
beginning at 8:00am. More information is available at www.dnfsb.
gov. OREPA will host a public information session in preparation 
for the DNFSB meeting—see below.

  

the oak ridge environmental peace alliance
www.orepa.org

Safety and the UPF
 

Sunday, December 8, 2013
Potluck: 6:30pm  ||  Program 7:00pm

Church of the Savior • 934 N. Weisgarber rd • Knoxville, Tn

If you live within 25 miles of Oak Ridge, this is about your safety. 

If the government was cutting corners on safety
to save money on their new bomb plant in

Oak Ridge, they’d tell you, right?

Sunday, December 8, 2013

Are we safe?
It’s hard to think about, but it could happen here.
We owe it to our children to make sure it doesn’t.



sources

Readings contributed by Mary Dennis Lentsch and Lee Sessions

Gathered at the 
front gate of 

Fort Benning 
in Columbus, 
GA—crosses 

raised “¡Presen-
te!” in the me-
morial funeral 

procession; 

mourners represent 
the thousands dead 
in Latin America, 
victims of death 
squads, govern-
ment and para-
military forces who 
received “democra-
cy training” at the 
US Army’s School 
of Americas in Fort 
Benning;

with crosses 
filling the fence, 

the gathered 
crowd chants 

together, “Shut 
it down!” 


